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DINING 

andJapanesewhiskeysbutpivotsfrom takesitsnameandcuesfromitssirein 
feathertofin,emphasizingrawfish Tokyo, isonthel01st f1oorofasky-

Lovelyasitis, RoninlacksYardbird 's scraper, offtoitself. Therearerestau 
oomphandfree-spiritedfee1ing, rantsdeepinmalls， restaurantsde叩
achievedthroughaneg时 underground and "privatekitchens" 
servationspolicy， affordablepric白， ter- inreconfiguredapartmentswithno 
rific cocktails,ec1ecticplaylists (Kool signage. Togettoone ofthem, FaZu 
and the Gang one minute, Boz Scaggs Jie , I had to walk down the forlorn al 
thenext)andservicethatisn'tjust∞11- leythatleadstoapopularnewMexîc-
vivialbutconspiratorial ， withwaiters 四ntina， Brickhouse ， thenhanga

andwaitressesleaningin c1osetogive rightintoaharsh1ylightedstairwell , 
youtheircounse1. They'refromallover gouponeflightandguessthatanun 
the wor1 d, befitting both Hong Kong 's marked doorbell more prominent than 
polyglotpopulaceandtheroutethatMr. otherswastheonetopre臼

Abergel and Ms. Jang traveled there. Duddell's, which opened in May, is 
tuckedinconspicuouslyontothethird 

DUDDELL'S Hong Kongis 1ike anex- andfourth f1oorsofacommercialbuild 
perîment: Just how hîgh, low, hidden ing. Its po1ished woods evoke a board-
orimprobablysituatedcanarestau room , itsgorgeousinkpaintingsanart 
rantbe? RyuGin ， a relativelyne飞飞 gallery, itsoutdoorterraceasmallur 
tronomicallyexpensiveplacethat banpark 

Themenu, puttogetherbythechef 
SiuHinclù , isanepicandfaithfultourof 

Fromfarleft, Lost Cantonesecookingandaresounding 
HeaveninBeijing, affirmationofitsun c1 utteredappeal 

Crispysaltedchickenandfriedprawns 
withchi1eandcorianderrested-and 
rose-ontheexcellenceoftheircen-

region'sproximity tralingredîents.Friedbeefcubeswith 
toMyanmarand wasabisoyglazeweresaucierbutno 
Thailand;adish lessimpressive.Noneofthiscame 
knownasMeatball cheap,butthequa1ityofthefood, the 
atYardbird, a refinedserviceandthesophisticated 
HongKongr四tau- wine 1istleftm efee1ingamply 
rantopenedbytwo pamperedfortheprice 
youngCanadians 
thatspecializ四 LOSTHEAVEN ThedayafterIdinedat 
chicken;eggs LostHeaven, inBeijing, Iwentbackto 
mar皿atingat talkwiththecooksandfigureoutwhat 

I'dhad.1 wasn'tsure 
Iknewthatinthesensational 

Burmesetealeafsalad , therehadbeen 
shreddedcabbage, fishsauceandpea 
nuts.Butth 

Chinàs dining acrobatics 
Above, thescene 
inthediningroom 
atUltravioletin 
Shanghai.Farleft, 
preparationsinthe 
kitchen. Left, the 
restaurant's 
dessertofdissolv
ingGummibears 
comes with Gummi 
bear-flavoredEvi
anwater. 

SHANGHAI 

Country's culinarγreach 
is catching up to 
the rest of its ambitions 

BY FRANK BRUNI 

Somerestaurantsplaceyou c1oseto 由e

surf, itsperfumeintheairanditsmusic 
inyourears, whi1eothersnestleyouin 
thewoods.Someputyounexttothe 
Seîne , others beside aquariums burst
ingwithtropicalcolors 

Inacountrywhosecu1inaryreachis 
四tchinguptother臼tof国 ambitions，

Ivis Îtedarestaurantthatdoesallof 
thatandmore 

It 'snamedUltraviolet.It 's physically 

inShanghaibutspirituallyunbound, AsIsweptthroughShanghai, Beijing 
thanks to the moving , shifting images and Hong Kong over two weeks, 1 had 
projectedonto 出eblankwallsthaten- tomakeimp。因ibledecisionsabout

circ1 e the windowless dining room , what to sample from this bounty. 1 con-
whichhasonelongtableforjustl0 finedmyse1f torestaurantsthatopened 
people , acrewofgastronauts f1oating in2010orlater.Isteered c1earofthose 
hither and yon. Nowyou're in an amber that showcased Western cooking from 
field, now under a bell tower. Now amid chefs based far from China. Shanghai 
thestar飞 andnowpr臼sed c10seagainst and especially Hong Kongaremagnets 
awindowpear1edwithraindrops. forsuchexpansionsandtestamentsto 

What you hear and sometimes smell the globa1ism ofthe hi日h-enddining
changeswiththesights,eachof scenetoday.lnShanghai， forinstance，∞kingitsel f.It'sthefourthChinese 

roughly20coursesgettingitsown oneofthehottestnewplac田， Mercato， r回国urantthattheconsu1tingchef，

mu1tisensory showcase. The waves and has Italian food conceived by a French- Tony Lu , has opened in just eight years, 
theocean'saromawereforalobster 副l 1ivingprincip副ly in New York. the pace of his growth a mirror of his 
appetizer.Asubsequentdishofegg- Jean-GeorgesVongerichten country's 
plant and tahini was paired with a 1 went instead to Xi Na, for the spicy Shanghai overshadows Beijin且， and
sumptuousvisualtravelogueofGreece. c∞king of the Hunan region. Increas- both trai1 Hong Kong , which remains a 

U1traviolet, which opened lastyear, is ingly in China's major cities, you can China apart from China. The three cit-
one of a mind-bending kind. But it 's get exemplary regional cuisine in ies in all have such an embarrassment 
alsoaperfectambassadorforChina's glo臼y settings. Xi Na's red walls shim- ofriches that of the noteworthy restau-
diningscenerightnow, capturingthe mer, thoughnotasvividlyastheocher rantsmentionedabove , onlyUltra 
frenzyandswaggerofîtall.Thecoun- brothinasignaturemain ∞urse， acarp violetmademy 1istoffivestandouts, 
try 's f1ushofwea1thandin f1 uxofbusi- headwithredandgreenchilepeppers presentedhereinnoparticularorder. 
nesstravelershavegivenrisetores- andfermentedblackbe由ls. It 'sa

taurants more varied , distinctive and showstopper, a spellbinder, with so YARDBIRD Talk about glob副ism:This
imaginative than before. In Beijing, 1 much color, fire and funk that when it restaurant is the creation of two young 
foundanel 

homage to Japan 
Itsfocusisyakitori:grilled , 

skewered chicken.And Mr.Abergel , its 
chef, hassethimselfthemissionof 
demonstratinghowmuchonebirdcan 
give.Hismenureads 1ikesome fowl 
playon "Gray'sAnatomy," withone-
wordchoices:breast, thigh, neck,knee , 
tail , heart,1iver,gizzard.Eachbearsthe 
scentofJapanesecharcoal, alongwith 
whateverminim副 seasoningsMr

Abergeldeemsappropriate.Andto 
gethertheseparts il1ustratehowre-
markablythe f1avorofchickenchanges 
withdifferentratiosofskintomeator 
cartilagetofat 
Yardbird 副sose凹essalads， sides

andmaincourses, inc1udingmany 
dazzlers.Sweetcorntempuraaread-
dictiveba11softenderkernelsboundto 
getherwithbatteranddeep-fried.KFC 
standsforKoreanfriedcau1if1ower, a 
fiery, ketchupyex c1amationpointofa 
dish.Anotheremphaticstatement:rice 
withoozingeg日， crispchickenskinand
greenpeas.AndYardbird'schicken 1iv
ermousseisasilkydream 

With52 seatson twoindustri时-chic

fI∞rs， Yardbirdhasbeensocrazily 

Jamr口edsinceitsopenin日 in 2011 thatit 
hasspawned asequel , Ronin , aquieter, 
moreintimateslipofarestaurantthat 
echoesYardbi时'scelebrationofsake
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THEATER DINING BOOKS CULTURE 

Learning to fly, learning to cry Acrobatics 
in China's 
kitchens LONDON 

A new star emerges 
in ‘Light Princess'; the 
past haunts in ‘Ghost' 

BYMATTWOLF 

"The LightPrincess，"由efirstforayinto
musical 出eaterbytheArnericansinger

songwriterToriAmos , issuretodivide 
opinion.Butthismuchistrue:ini阻 lead

inglady, RosalieCr剧目 ， astarisborn
Thatmat恒rsmorethanyoumight

thinkinatheatercapitalrifewith c1as
sicalactorswhoregularlycrossoverin 

THEATER REVIEW 

tothewor1dofmusicalstodazzlingef-
fec t. (Adrian Lesterin "Company"ora 
sublime Judi Dench in "A Li ttle Night 
Music" ∞metomind.) 

ButBritishstarswhoarisepurelyout 
ofthewor1 dofmusicalstoachieve 
prommenceare ∞mparativelyrare 
And"arise"istheoperativewordfor 
Ms.Craig , whospendsmuchofherper 
forman四 waftingabovethestageof

the Nationa1 Theater 's midsized Lyt 
teltonauditorium. "The LightPrin-
cess ,"a lovestorysetinafabledlandof 
warringki鸣doms ， isrunninginreper
torytherethroughnextye盯

MarianneE l1iott'sproductionhas 
takenfiveyearsto∞metogetherand 

bookendsa Nationa1 Theaterregime 
under Nicholas Hytner thatbegan with 
oneprovocativemusical, "Jerry 
SpringertheOpera,"andiscurrent1y 
neanr电 itsendwithanother. Mr. Hyt. 
n町 hasenteredhis 白na118monthsas

artisticdir出阳 of由ls1mpor国ntplay- forthecharmsoftheprinceofSealand , 
house. (Hissuccessor, Rufus Norris , theopposingne也hboringre时m.Anof
whose Nationalcreditsinc1 ude "Lon. 恒dNickHendrixbrings

don Road" and "TheAmen Corner," sweetness to that blandly conceived role 
wasnamedonTuesday.) 副oftbyfirm-legged

TheprovocationofMs.Amos 's 四gues，町 dang1ingfromlargelyin-

fairyta1econfl出tion ， writteninconjunc- visiblesupportsinthe 1ightingwizard 
tionwithhel ∞ lyricist and book writer, Paule Constable's inky sky, Ms. Craig 
Sam出'lAdamson ， isdifferentthanthat soars 抖lysicallyandvoca11y.Asforthe
of"JerrySpringer,"whichreveledin durabilityof"The LightPrincess" ? It 's 
thedesireto 由ock.Attimes， i t'shardto difficulttogauge, butllookforwardto 
dis四rntheintendedaudien四切rnvisittotestits charmsanew

show about a princess who must learn "The Commitments" faces no prob-
to cry and whose gravity-defying per. lems in the hummability depart口咀咀t

formancebringstomindthemusical 咀cegoesinprimedtohear

"Wicked," butwithoutthe ac∞ theirfavoritehitsandrespondsonωe 

ingpowerballads. Evenso， onewi由esthatthisstage
RaeSmith's pictora1 sets 由 adap阳tionofthe19盯 RoddyDoylenov

t附m出eg1is阳üngandtheg1itzyand

DINING, FROM PAGE 10 

pe吐's ， gre田1 onions , garlicandginger, 
withidiosyncraticon臼1ikescrambled

eggswithwhitemushrooms.lnnearly 
everythinglhad，出eingredientswere
first-rateandthespicingbeautifully 
四librated

‘ 'The Light Prin- I JING YAATANG Therehaslongbeen 
回回，" starring Irobustdiscussion ， andnoagre凹口ent，

RosalieCraig, left, I aboutwheretofindthebestPeking 
withascorebyTori I duckinBeijinιThingsjustgrewm时e

曲nos， twistsatra- I complica回dwiththearrival ofJing
ditionalstoryabout I YaaTang， wh比hfiredupitsspecia11y

aprincesswho I madewood-burningovenandbegan 
fallsinlove.Below, I s町vingarenditionof 出isdishassu
RichardEy的 Ip町b asa叩 I'vetasted

productionof I Theskinofthisduck!Almostas 出In
"Ghosts," starring I aspaper,almostascrispasapotato 
WiII Ke阻， Ieft，回 I chip.Andthemeat!Dark, rich-the 
PastorManders; I chocolateof f1esh.Thepan四kesthat
J时kLow由 I wentwithitw由它 g05且mer-delica胆，

middle,asOswald I and Jing Y:嗣 Tang'sversionofhoisin

A1ving;andLesley I sau盹 madewithdried也te向 wasless
ManvilleasHelene I syrupyand c10yingthantheusuaLThe 
A1ving. I overal1 effectwassublime 

Anadmissionandacaveat:late 
thereinthedaysjustbeforei臼 formal

opening ， byspecialarrang田nent， be
causeldidn'twanttomissachanceto 
tryi t. ltwasn'tservingafullhouseand 
wasputtingitsbestfootforward 

But what a comely foot that was. Be
yonditsspeci时tyofduck ， JingYaa
T飞王ng5killfullye口Kecutedarangeofoth

erdishesmeanttore币resentaconcise，
pan-regionalsuf\坦y 时 China'sgreatest

hits ， refr缸tedthroughamodernsens-
ib i1ity.lwasespecia11ytakenwitha 
dishofSichuanpoachedchickenand 

tor's much-laureledstagingofHenrik I crushedpeanu臼 inagent1yfieryses
Ibsen 's "HeddaGabler"in 200丘 I amesauce;shrimpfr坦dricewiththe

The widowed Mrs. Alving (Lesley I restaurant's outstanding XO sau阻，
Manvi1le)eag盯lywelcomesherson I anda c1aypotof胆nder ∞dwith 四ra-
Oswa1d (Jack Lowden , in a blazing sup- I melized baby onions 
portingturn)b田kfrorηParis ， unaware I JingYaaTangoccupiesahand-
thath町 ch町ishedonlychildiscarry- I somelyappointedspa四In目dewhatis

ingwithhimadiseasethatharksback I p田 hapsBeijin目'sbestboutiquehotel ，
tohiserrant,dissolutefather.Factorin I theOppositeHouse,andallthegor 
thediscoverythatOswa1d'srampant I geousplatesweredes咆nedfortheres-
pursuitofthe family maid , Regina I ta盯an t. lthasanaddition时副stinc-
(CharleneMcKenn时， posesnotunre- I tion:thechef A1anYau ， whocrea恒dthe
latedproble师， andyouhaveoneof 创n田erestaurantHakkasan， inLon-

thosebri11ian t1y ∞mpactlbsens臼

Portrait of America's special forces: 
uzz;2221::zzm 曰'~~c~~:t::~~~~!~~~~:~~~~:;::er I Counterinsurgency in Afghanistan 
Sco t1and , the latest outdoor artwork by .. AMC'scu1t zombie horror series 
出emodernistsculptortohavebeen 寸heWalkingDead " 由eWl阳 l~:~es~. I One Hundred Victories. Special Ops and the 
stolenbyth凹esinB阳In，皿∞I甘吨回 audiencein the show's history, 16.1 mil- I F~J-ture of American Wa巾阻 Bv Linda
TheLondonEveningS国nda时 Thel日50 1ionvie州白， forthes国sonpreml町eon， I Robinson. lll11strated. 311 page; Public-
work， "Stand吨 Figure，" wh蛐町the U. S.时letelevisionnetwork I Affairs.$28.99 
takenlastweek， isover 白帽nfeet， or 时d.A四ordingtoNielsendata

twome恒rS， ta1LLa且 year two men were provided by AMC, the hou巾ngseason I BY阳ULR.PILLAR
jailedforstea1ingasculpturefrOlη 出etop-rateds归W阳055 I 
白tate of the Henry Moore Foundation in all U. S. television programming on Sun- I Particular mi1itary strat唔iesbecome

England. In 2005 a two-ton bronze by day nightin the 18-49 demographic, in- I identified with particular wars, often 
M∞叫 "Rec1ining Figure ," was stolen cluding NBC飞 NFL"Sund叮 Night 自vingriseto ∞nfusionaboutwhether

from the foundation. That mammoth Football" game, which usually draws the I the war's outcome is due to the 
sculpture ， thep时icesaid ， mayhave 盯gestvie飞.vership in the demographic. I strategy or to something else. Debates 

h Ip白3皿， fore曰xamp抖l吼 a由bo川uthowmuch

.υ飞~n .~哪晤需谴蓝 ~圄瞌〔口1 .. ‘~I尸川cr础凶阳M川V川咐id阳r叩a胆削e四u巾oun川川叫叫t胆阳刚e盯町rms
BOOK REV盯IEW

gencystrategyshouldgetforthete咽

poraryde-esca1ationofviolenceinlraq 
severalyearsa唱队 NowtheUnited

Statesisoutoflraq, and thewarinAf
ghanistanhas ωmetobeseenasthe 
embodimentofcounterinsurgency 

Linda Robinson 's "One HundredVic
tories " isaground-levelsnap时1otof

American ∞unterinsurgencyinAf-
beenme1teddownandsoldfors口 "TheWalkingD四町'basedona ∞mic 1 且hanistan. Despite thesubtitle， itdo臼
metal， a四ording toThe Guard旧 bookseriesofthe same name, follows a I notaddress-ex四ptf町 afew ∞m

sheriff'sd叩utyashetriestosavesurvi- I mentsinabrief∞nc1udingchapter 

""" 'FiftyShadesofGrey" isinsearchof vorsfrom f1esh 四tingzombiesinapost- I theroleofSpeci时 Operationsinfuture
ane听 malelead.TheBritishactor apoca1ypticwor1d.(RE盯四 I wars. It isinsteadaseri臼 ofsketches

CHARι旧IUNNAMhasdroppedoutofthe I andnarrativesaboutSpecialForces 
filmadaptationof c. ι 丁回RG'盯阳IT andALAN JACK50N wi11 I teamsworkingineasternandsouthern 
se1lingnovelbecauseofaschedu1ing 四muptop可 tribu恒阳 GEORGEJONE5 at I Afghanistanfrom2011ω2013 
∞nf1ict ， a 阳t恒e盯'men旧tb忡yUni

町M

sonne1. Thebookisaworthyaddition to wil1 notbeabletofinishtheirjobofes• 
the 1iteratureon 出 tab1ishingsecurityintheirdistricts.

Almosta町 readerw山∞ Butinawarthatwasoriginallysup
withadmirationforthegroupsMs posedtobeabout 阳spondingtoater-

Robinsonde且让ribesandthemenin roristattackratherthanengagingin 
them.Senttoliveinprimiti四 nation-bui1ding， thatsortofcom抖国nt
cureconditionsintheAfghanhinter- confusesmeanswithe叽ds

land，由eteamsweregive咀 r臼ponsib凶 Ms.Robinsonpredictsincreasingem
U田 disproportionate阳叮mentofSpe口时 Operationsforcesin

出erelativeyouthofman月yof出eirmem- yearsto∞me， which， sheargues， offers 

bers.Theyneededtheski11sofsocial ∞stadvan国gesoverlarge-

workersanddi抖。mats田 much 田 those sca1e ∞nvent归na1 operations. Butthe 
ofsoldiers.Theirjobwasnotjusttotrain UnitedStat田 stumbledintocounter-

出eloca1s ， buttomotivate 出 insurgencyinIraqandAfghanistanon1y
Ms.Robinson'sperspectiveisvery 咽 whatbeganastraditiona1 wars

muchthatofherhos阻， whichr它oflectsa dr吨伊doutune叩出国dly.Theuseof I Yardbîrd 33-35Brid，伊骂白陌时， SheungWan，
Sp四ia1 Forcesculturethatis， asshe ∞unterinsurgencyw山 verymuch 出 1 HongKong;(852)2547-9273; 
putsit, "exc1usionary" and "compe地 pend on how a war-weary American I yardbirc归5t剧rant ∞m

tive." Everythingelsethathasbeengo- pub1icr吨町dstheoutcomeinAfghanis- I 
ing on in the war in Afghanistan is seen tan - and, as Ms. Robin回nobserv白且Jddell'sLeveI3， ShanghaiTangMansìon，

throughey臼 thatarenarrowlyfocused thathasyettobedetermined 阳趴tnow， I lDuddellStreet， Cent用/， Hαw Kα哩;(田2)
onthedistrict-levelmi臼ionofbuildin咀 wedonotknowhow白。回国refullyω1- I 2525-9191;duddells.co 
upindigenousfaci1ities.Conventional tivatedAfghanforceswil1 performon四|

forcesareviewedsometimesasahelp the "U. S. trainingwheels"colη IL田tHeaνenBe驯ngNo. 23, Qian Men Dong 
butatothertimesasmoreofa I DaJie, Beijing; (86-10)8516-2698; 
hindrance， withaωmplicatedcom- 阳ul R. Pillarisanonresident 四niorfe/- 1 /田曲目ven ∞m.cn
mandstructurethathasoftenen-αttheBrookingslnstitutionandthe I 
gende时 frustrationandconfusionat 巾rSecurityStud阳 atGeorge- I Jing YaaTa咱 Buildi暗 1 ， Taikoo Lì Sar凶tun
出职Hismostrecentb∞'~is I North , No.l1 SanlitunRoad, Chaoyang 
SomeofthemostseniorAmerican 唱m四 andU.S.For白'gnPolicy." I Distri口， 8可ing;(86-10)6417-田88;

commanders in Afghanistan do not I wWW.t阳oppositeh四四 com

comeacro臼附1I， and 出 themi1itaryin ONLINE: THELITERARYLI F'E 
Afghanistandrawsd 
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