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Star Brlght et

Paul Pairet’s pet project
lives up to the hype

All of Shanghai has been waiting expec-
tantly for Ultraviolet, Paul Pairet’s ultra
high-end dining concept, and after two
vears of delays, it’s finally open and it’s
spectacular.

The restaurant was conceived as a
full-on assault of the senses, a 10-person
private dining venue that would pair every
one of Pairet’s creatively conceived dishes
with sights, sounds and smells to activate
what the chef calls your “psychotaste,” ev-
erything that leads up to, accompanies or
has the remotest chance of changing how
you take in a dish.

Accordingly, they’ve installed state-
of-the-art speakers, a 360-degree projec-
tion screen and scent dispersal systems.
Every detail has been cared for—diners
are even bussed over from Mr & Mrs Bund
to the actual venue in order to make sure
that they all arrive simultaneously.

When dinner starts, the projection
screens light up, and as the scenes zoom
up past you, you get that visceral sinking
feeling—you’re sliding down Alice’s rabbit
hole. Everything that follows is fun and
fantastical. Twenty courses are offered
and you’re led through it all by host Fabien
Verdier, formerly of Mr & Mrs Bund. You'll
ooh and ahh and forget any effort to con-
tain your excitement.

Our favorites included an “autumn-
soil” forest scene paired with Pairet’s
truffle burnt soup bread in which you’ll
feel the crunch of the toast underfoot, sea
bass baked into bread in an aquarium set-
ting and an endlessly whimsical “isaphan : Sl
dishwash” course of foam and fruity treats truffle
constructed to look like a tray of dirty R , crunch
dishes. Not every course is that elaborate,
of course. The lamb and Wagyu steak
mains, for example, are set simply against
backdrops of the Bund and Paris.

For now, there is only one set menu
available, but more are coming. Each meal
costs ¥2,000, though it apparently costs
the restaurant ¥5,000. It’s dinner as the-
ater, it’s food as you've never experienced
it before and it’s booked through June. But
it’s totally, utterly worth it. B GN
Find it: www.uvbypp.cc

www.cityweekend.com.cn/
restaurantreviewprocess
City Weekend is the only maga-
@ zine in Shanghai to review restau-
rants according to a transparent
£—=— process vetted by local Food &

Beverage professionals. Cigarette
foie gras

WINE & DINE

A room full
of wonder
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